
July 28, 2020 
 
Dear Garden City School Community, 
 
Over the past few days, I received a number of inquiries regarding the letter I sent out last 
Friday about our district’s reopening plan. I look forward to sharing the complete plan with you 
once finalized, which will provide you with detailed information about every aspect of returning 
to school. 
 
I understand there is a desire among some parents for all students to return to our buildings 
full-time. As a public school district, however, this is not a decision that we can ultimately make 
in isolation; rather, we must follow all guidelines established by the New York State Education 
Department (SED) for reopening. There is no way to bypass these rules; they are non-
negotiable, and with the expressed purpose of keeping the entire school community safe.  You 
may find the Q and A on re-opening from the State helpful. 
 
State guidance is clear that the plans must include masks, social distancing, and other risk-
mitigation efforts, including the “cohorting” of students, i.e. forming  small groups of 
students who remain together during any time in school. This is to prevent the spread of 
disease and also to enable contact tracing if/when someone tests positive for COVID-19. 
These principles need to be applied to all students, faculty, and staff to protect everyone’s 
health.  
 
The guidance document also states that social distancing for students at all levels must be 
appropriately distanced throughout the school day – meaning desks must be spaced six feet 
apart in all directions within the classroom. While we have the space to accommodate this 
arrangement for grades K-2 where our classrooms are larger, we do not have the physical 
footprint to provide this option for students in grades 6-12 where we can only fit 12-16 
students in most classrooms, resulting in the need to offer a hybrid model for those children. As 
I mentioned in my previous letter, we are still evaluating our building configurations to see if a 
full return for students in grades 3-5 is possible using all large spaces. The guidance document is 
clear that we must prioritize in-person teaching as much as practicable for elementary, special 
education and ENL (English as a New Language) students.   
 
I have also received emails from high school parents and 11 th and 12th grade students about 
the need for all in-person teaching.  We, along with our parents and students, value the 
wide variety of course offerings and levels of courses we offer. We need to be able to 
provide this level of courses for all students while maintaining cohorting of students.  Please 
know that there are almost no students in our High School who choose the same set of 
courses, and we want our students to take the set of courses to their choosing and what is 
best for them.  
 
I have also received emails from parents regarding the use of masks.  We will be requiring 
masks in school and we will ensure students take mask breaks outside throughout the day 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopening-schools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopening-schools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopening-schools/school-reopening-faq.pdf


(please see Q and A from the State).  Please know we are in the process of purchasing outdoor 
tents for each building.   
 
As superintendent, I want nothing more than a “return to normal” for our students and 
teachers, but given the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is unclear when this will be 
possible. Our reopening plan has been crafted with the health and safety of our students and 
staff in mind, and in a way that adheres to all state guidelines.  Moreover, our reopening plans 
are designed to promote learning as best as possible given these circumstances.  The execution 
will look different, but we will not compromise on the quality of instruction.  As I indicated in 
my last communication, our focus has been on safety and instruction for the last several 
months.  I would like to stress that this version of remote learning will be different from what 
was delivered from March 13, 2020, through the close of the 2019-2020 school year. We are 
committed to providing a full academic day of teaching and learning with increased interaction 
with teachers and staff.   
 
I want to be clear that the 2020-21 academic year will be drastically different from previous 
school years – even for those children returning to school every day. While our buildings look 
the same from the outside, many practices and procedures have been implemented that are a 
departure from a “typical” year. Not only will desks be spaced apart, but all of our flexible 
furniture has been taken out. We will enforce the wearing of masks by students and staff 
members, and we will teach and enforce strict hygiene practices. We have placed stickers on 
the floors to assist children in standing six feet apart when in hallways, and students will eat at 
their desks, rather than in the cafeterias. Many of our children’s most memorable experiences, 
such as sports and extracurricular activities, will take a completely different form, if offered.  
 
I understand that this scenario is shocking and sad, but it is the reality of the pandemic we are 
still living through. The district is currently working on a short video that will highlight some of 
these new health and safety procedures for your family – it is our intent that children can 
familiarize themselves with these prior to school reopening. We will be sensitive and mindful to 
the transitions that our students go through as they adjust to their new routines, and we will 
pay particular attention to their social-emotional needs. 
 
I also understand that there are varying perspectives from parents on what our “return to 
school” should be. No matter your viewpoint, we are united in the fact that we all want what’s 
best for our children, with the understanding that our reopening plan must follow all state 
guidelines. Our school buildings closed this past March in accordance with the requirements 
and guidelines set forth by the SED, and in like manner, they must reopen under such guidelines 
to ensure the health and safety of all students, families and staff members.  Please know that 
the guidelines may change and we will need to adjust to those changes. 
 
Again, I thank you for your continued input. We deeply care about your children and are 
committed to partnering with you.  In the coming weeks, we will be establishing a series of 
virtual meetings to discuss our plan in further detail with the community. I look forward to 
connecting with you then.  



Sincerely, 
 
Kusum 
 
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.  


